


About this album…

We are delighted and thrilled to release this album as a product of our passion for music making and

giving. It was our sheer love of music and our desire to touch people through music that brought us

together as carisma in late 2004. 

We believe our unique combination of flute, harp and cello has a healing and therapeutic quality and

to our knowledge, carisma is the only trio of its kind in Australia. For centuries, the beneficial

relationship between music, relaxation and healing has been well established. Historically, the harp

has been a symbol of celebration, relief and comfort. The combination of this alluring instrument

with the dulcet and captivating tones of the cello and the seductive and compelling melodies of the

flute has meant that we have been able to provide our audiences with unique and charismatic

musical experiences.

As a trio, our greatest joy has come from performing for our audiences. In choosing the pieces for

this album, we have included music that has touched and inspired our listeners, as well as our own

personal selections of music from a broad range of styles: classical, Celtic, popular and contemporary.

We thank Craig Allister Young for his beautiful arrangements. We are also indebted to Sharny Russell

van Herp and Mary Mageau for their original compositions. We hope this selection will touch your

soul, release you from the stresses of daily life and transport you to a world of love and beauty.

carisma is 
Anna Stoddart flute, alto flute and tin whistle 
Janice Preece harp 
Louise King cello

1 Autumn Leaves 3’09
Joseph Kosma arr. Sharny Russell van Herp

Hungarian-born Joseph Kosma was the composer for several of the greatest films in French
cinematic history, including La Grande Illusion and Les Enfants du Paradis. His standard classical-
jazz piece Autumn Leaves first appeared in 1946 for the film Les Portes de la Nuit.

2 carisma 3’27
Sharny Russell van Herp

carisma was written by our dear friend Sharny, who recalls that this tune sang itself into her
mind and heart, not to be put off; a charismatic and compelling tune indeed. Because of its
slightly European flavour, and one of her daughters having loved France in her recent travels,
Sharny gave it the title of Lauren in Paris. carisma’s response to the piece was so enthusiastic 
that the trio asked if they could name it after themselves.

3 May It Be 3’32
Enya, Nicky Ryan and Roma Ryan arr. Janice Preece 

Irish singer and composer Enya is renowned for her beautiful and soothing melodies. The
haunting melody May It Be was composed for the movie The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of
the Ring. Our arrangement features Anna on the alto flute.

4 All Love Can Be 4’18
Will Jennings and James Horner arr. Craig Allister Young 

All Love Can Be is the theme performed by young Welsh singer Charlotte Church in the movie 
A Beautiful Mind. The movie, starring Russell Crowe, is based on the true life events of
mathematician John Forbes Nash, winner of the Nobel Memorial Prize for Economics; at the
heart of the story is the fact that John Nash suffers from schizophrenia but still went on to
achieve so much in his life.
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5 The Salley Gardens 2’42
Trad. Irish arr. Benjamin Britten, adapted by Louise King and Janice Preece

The Salley Gardens evolved from a poem of the same name by William Butler Yeats, published 
in his collection Crossways in 1889. Herbert Hughes, an avid collector of Irish folk melodies, 
set it to music.

A salley is a willow tree (the Gaelic for “willow” is saileach) and it was once common in Ireland
to have gardens of willow. Willow rods were used for basket-making and for thatch roofing of
cottages. Our version of this well-loved Irish tune is based on Benjamin Britten’s arrangement
and as well as some interesting tone colours in the harp and cello, it features Anna on the 
tin whistle.

6 Cantilena 2’48
Sharny Russell van Herp

Cantilena was written by Sharny as a processional for a niece’s wedding – originally for flute,
trumpet and harpsichord. It is at once stately and romantic, as it flows in a sort of contained
beauty that gently plays at the edge of soaring intensity.

7 Castle on a Cloud 2’33
Claude-Michel Schönberg arr. Craig Allister Young 

Les Misérables the musical was based on Victor Hugo’s classic novel describing France’s turmoil
in the 1820s and 30s. Caught up in the harshness of poverty and revolution is a young girl,
Cosette, who longs for love, her mother and the innocence of youth…a Castle on a Cloud.

8 Chanson à bercer 3’50
Robert Clérisse arr. Craig Allister Young

French composer Robert Clérisse composed this lullaby for horn and piano. The melody
transcribes well to the mellow tones of the cello and the “swoon” factor is encompassed by
using the alto flute.

9 Love Me Sweet 3’54
Carl Vine arr. Craig Allister Young 

Australian composer Carl Vine’s simple, alluring song Love Me Sweet was first performed by Jane
Edwards on the soundtrack to The Battlers, an early 1990s TV mini-series.

10 Chanson 2’38
John Rutter arr. Janice Preece 

John Rutter was born in London in 1945 and studied music at Clare College, Cambridge. His
compositions embrace choral, orchestral and instrumental music. The Suite Antique was written
in 1979 for the Cooktown Festival. It was originally composed for flute, harpsichord and strings
and has six movements, of which the exquisite Chanson is the fifth. 

11 Love Theme from Cinema Paradiso 2’27
Andrea and Ennio Morricone arr. Janice Preece 

The movie tells of a famous film director, haunted by memories of his first love, returning home
to his Sicilian village after an absence of 30 years. He recalls his childhood, where he fell in love
with the movies at his village’s theatre and dreamed of becoming a filmmaker himself. The
music won a BAFTA Award for composer Ennio Morricone and his son Andrea, who collaborated
with him on the passionate Love Theme.
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12 Promenade à l’automne 2’10
Marcel Tournier

An impressionistic piece by French composer, educator and harpist Marcel Tournier, composed
for cello and harp in 1912. This piece showcases Tournier’s gift of writing romantic melodies and
we hope Louise’s interpretation will touch your soul.

13 Barcarolle from The Tales of Hoffmann 2’08
Jacques Offenbach arr. Janice Preece 

A “barcarolle” is an Italian boat-song, its lilting rhythm evoking the gentle motion of gondolas
on the canals of Venice. French composer Jacques Offenbach’s most famous one was used in his
opera The Tales of Hoffmann, where it is sung as a duet to the words Belle nuit, O nuit d’amour
(Night of beauty, night of love). This Barcarolle rapidly established itself as a concert favourite
after the opera’s premiere in 1881. 

14 Just a Single Voice 3’07
Sally K. Albrecht and Jay Althouse arr. Janice Preece 

A piece which has touched so many of our listeners, Just a Single Voice was written by two
American composers: husband and wife Sally Albrecht and Jay Althouse are experts on choral
music and their compositions are performed widely in the English-speaking world. 

15 Serenade 3’05
Mary Mageau

This piece is very dear to us as it was written especially for our trio combination by Brisbane-
based Mary Mageau. The complex artistry of the melodies woven together shows off the three
instruments beautifully. Serenade features the alto flute, using the instrument’s two-and-a-half
octave range and exhibiting a luscious mix of tone colours, from the familiar haunting low
register to energetic work in the upper registers.

16 Romance 2’59
Georges Bizet arr. Craig Allister Young 

Bizet is renowned for his passionate operas, especially Carmen; this aria, “Je crois entendre
encore” (I think I can still hear her voice) is from The Pearl Fishers, which he wrote in 1863.

17 The Night Gently Waits 3’07
Sean O’Boyle arr. Craig Allister Young 

Written by Brisbane-based composer Sean O’Boyle, The Night Gently Waits provides a new look
at the culture of Celtic music and opens up an enchanting and mystical chapter of musical
experience. It was originally written for solo violin and orchestra.

18 Irish Tune from County Derry 2’47
Trad. Irish arr. Percy Grainger adapted by Craig Allister Young 

The Irish Tune from County Derry (or Londonderry Air) is a perennial favourite of Celtic music and
carries the status of a cultural symbol of Ireland. Our version is based on an arrangement by
Australian-born composer Percy Grainger.

19 Oblivion 3’07
Astor Piazzolla arr. Janice Preece 

Astor Piazzolla was born in 1921 in Mar del Plata, Argentina. A very fine and sophisticated
composer of passionate tangos, his style challenged traditions and aroused passions as he
brought to tango influences as diverse as jazz, contemporary classicism and Italian opera. Here
we present but a small taste of his genius.
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About carisma…

carisma was founded by Anna Stoddart (flute) and Janice Preece (harp), who have a history of superb
music-making together. They have teamed up with Louise King (cello) to create this enigmatic trio
which makes eclectic and alluring music.

carisma is more than a name; it is the quintessence of their musical philosophy. They make music to
move, inspire, uplift and compel their audience – to delight them and take them to new places of 
the heart.

carisma achieves this through its discerning and musical choices and through the sheer quality of
each member’s artistry. Hearing the music of carisma is like receiving a sensory awakening: an
inspirational gift for the soul.

www.carisma.com.au

Anna Stoddart

Anna Stoddart is a truly charismatic individual, both musically and personally, who touches and
engages those she meets. She approaches her music with sensitivity and flexibility that come from
that dynamic combination of passion, skill and experience. Her dynamic and arousing musical style
has developed through a performance career which has encompassed a wide variety of musical styles,
from classical to jazz to soul.

Anna graduated in 1974 with a Bachelor of Arts (Music) degree from the Queensland
Conservatorium, with distinction in Flute and Teaching. She became an instrumental music teacher
with Education Queensland and taught in several Queensland schools. Highlights of Anna’s career
include lecturing in Flute at the University of Southern Queensland, performing as a member of both
the Queensland Symphony and Queensland Philharmonic Orchestras, and directing and performing
with various renowned local ensembles.

8 9



Janice Preece

Janice Preece was born in Wales, the land of song and music. This homeland is the place she found
her love of music – it was in the very air she breathed.

After graduating from the University of North Wales with an honours degree in Music, she
completed a postgraduate course in Harp Performance at the Welsh College of Music and Drama,
Cardiff. Janice went on to win the Harp Competition at the Royal National Eisteddfod of Wales. In
recognition of her musical gifts, Janice was admitted as a bard in her home country. Her Bardic
name is “Telynores Dwyfor” which translates as “The Harpist of Two Seas”. This name took on
profound significance when she made Australia her new home while maintaining strong links with
her Welsh homeland.

Janice has earned an international musical reputation through her performances in various
symphony orchestras in Australia and the United Kingdom, and the demand for her gifts and skills
has taken her to many unique destinations both in Australia and abroad. She is currently Principal
Harpist with the Queensland Pops Orchestra.

Louise King

Louise King migrated to Australia from England in 2003. She has an appetite for adventure and has
travelled to exotic climes with her cello, performing and soaking up life as she goes. Her music-
making is daring and vibrant and she plays with a stylish freshness and breath-taking versatility.

Upon graduating with honours and winning every chamber music prize from the Royal Northern
College of Music, Manchester in 1997, Louise worked with the Northern Sinfonia, New London
Soloists Orchestra, Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra, Hallé Orchestra and the BBC Philharmonic.

Louise has performed in masterclasses given by Christopher Bunting, Anner Byslma, Ralph Kirshbaum
and Steven Isserlis and studied with William Pleeth at the Britten-Pears School and with Karine
Georgian at the Dartington International Summer School. She currently freelances with the
Australian Chamber Orchestra, The Queensland Orchestra, Topology, Southern Cross Soloists and
the Baroque specialists Sirius Ensemble. 

Executive Producers Robert Patterson, Lyle Chan

Recording Producers carisma

Recording Engineer and Mastering Geoff McGahan

Editorial and Production Manager Natalie Shea

Booklet Design Imagecorp Pty Ltd

Cover Photo Northern Lights, Denali National Park, Alaska. © George Lepp/Getty Images 

Band Photography Antoinetta’s Photographics

Annotations Annette Thomas & carisma

Recorded in September 2005 in the Australian Broadcasting Corporation’s Ferry Road studios, Brisbane.
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