Headbanger is a short, five-minute orchestral fanfare that was
commissioned by Symphony Australia. The term "headbanger”
usually describes an adherent of heavy metal music, and seems to
come from the motion of severe head-shaking employed by
audience members at heavy metal concerts.

It is unlikely that many of the audience members will be induced to
bang their heads upon hearing this piece. However, they may be
able to hear some musical gestures that could be associated with
heavy metal or rock music - such as an often-'heavy' bassline based
around a repeated drone note, many bass-drum figures, generally
loud dynamic levels, and quite aggressive rhythmic motives.
Headbanger is not at all entirely a piece of heavy metal popular
music. It also displays a number of quieter sections, including a
passage for three clarinets utilizing slow glissandos.

Headbanger is the latest instalment in a series of short orchestral
works specifically written around particular objects of our time (the
late twentieth/early twenty-first century). Other works include RPM
and Boom-Box.
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