
Impressions from the 
Dreamtime 

A suite for solo guitar in five movements by Richard Charlton 
 
    1. The Legend of Fire 
    2. Frog Dreaming 
    3. Kondole and the Corroboree 
    4. The Black Swan 
    5. The Dancers are changed..... 
 
These pieces, as their title suggests are not programmatic, but impressions or feelings about 
various legends and myths from the "Dreamtime" of the Australian Aborigines. The musical 
language is my own and it was not my intention to mimic in any way, any aspect of their rich 
culture; rather I have simply used these stories as a starting point for my own fantasies. The 
original set of pieces composed in 1980, were stimulated by the wonderfully evocative paintings 
of Ainslie Roberts in his first book of aboriginal myths "The Dreamtime" and it is to the paintings 
and stories in this book that these pieces are more closely related. All the movements are based, 
or have elements of the tritone motive that opens the suite.  A descending series of ‘fifth’ chords 
also become a feature. 
 
Fire seems to be almost a living entity and there are various myths about who held the secret and 
who stole it from whom?  
 
Frog Dreaming tells of the “Bunyip”, a mysterious monster who lurks in the bottom of billabongs. 
(Waterholes)  
 
The middle and last movements relate to another “fire” legend, a story of how the whale came into 
being. The mighty warrior Kondole, who alone held the secret of fire, was invited to a great 
“corroboree” so that he might bring his fire to enable the dancing to continue into the night. He 
came and danced, but was selfish and would not share his fire, so another warrior came up behind 
him and speared him in the neck. By this act Kondole was changed into a whale (thereafter 
blowing water from his wound) and the other dancers were changed into all the birds, animals and 
fish that, before then, did not exist. 
  
Swans, it is said were originally white! A pair of swans was attacked by eagles who tore off nearly 
all their feathers, leaving them to die in the desert. A flock of crows, who were also often victims 
of the eagles, took pity on them and each bird in the flock let a single black feather float down to 
cover and clothe the swans. The swans still bear the red blood of their attack on their bills and 
some white feathers also remain, underneath their wings? 
 
The first three movements were previously published in the magazine Guitar International in June 
1988. This edition has been re-typeset and many mistakes and anomalies corrected. I am 
indebted to Janet Agostino for her help with proofing and fingering. 
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