Composer’s Note

Terra Obscura: Concerto for Saxophone (2014) was first premiered on the 6" September,
2014 by the Sydney Conservatorium Modern Music Ensemble with Beaugeais as soloist,
at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music. Terra Obscura was composed for the
Conservatorium Centenary Commissioning Project, as part of the prize for winning the
2010 ISCM-TIAMIC Young Composer Award.

In the lead up to the Conservatorium’s 2015 Centenary celebration, this saxophone
concerto is inspired by the excavation and rebuilding of the Sydney Ceonservatorium of
Music, which was completed in 2001. The collection of artefacts_and the variety of
textural stone features discovered during the excavation process is represented by textural
manipulation and obscured pitch elements. The unconventional position of the players
enhances the sense of mystery and intrigue in the first movement. The saxophonist first
appears from an upper balcony and the other members of the orchestra are heard softly in
the distance, and are completely out of sight. The players begin to emerge from all
corners of the hall, and with the soloist gradually walk through,the audience, making their
way to their place on stage.

The aim of Terra Obscura is to present avant-garde playing techniques, not only in a
modernistic style, but also in an atmospheric, exptessive, lyrical manner, which is
uncommon in contemporary saxophone repertoire. This is clearly heard in the second
movement with the alto saxophone’s soft, pure, vibraterand multiphonic harmonic effects.
To imitate the continuous, sustained chords of the &ibraphone, the saxophonist circular
breathes to avoid taking a ‘normal’ breath.and breaking the sound.

In the third movement, the saxophonistimimics a percussion instrument by playing fast
slap-tongue effects on the alto saxophone - assoft drum-like sound created by the tongue
suction on the reed. The gradual rebuilding of the Sydney Conservatorium is depicted by
the buildup of players improvising over the main motivic material (which is based on a
pitch set), creating a texturalssoundiimass. In my music I use improvisation as a way of
sharing the ‘composer-creator’ role.with the players.

The final movement opensswith a brass fanfare in a joyous & celebratory style. A fast,
energetic, thythmic feel is soon-€stablished with the soloist playing virtuosic, rippling,
semiquaver passages on soprano saxophone. The saxophonist ends the work with loud,
high-pitched trill glissando pitch-bend effects alongside the ensemble’s complex,
interlocking, pulsating, rhythms and glissando rip effects, to create a unifying and
commemorative climactic finish.
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Score in C Terra Obscura was commissioned as part of the 2010 ISCM-IAMIC Young Composer Award, in partnership
with the Sydney Conservatorium of Music Centenary Commissioning Project.
Saxophone Concerto
For solo saxophone & chamber orchestra Katia Beaugeais
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In a free & improvisatory style
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Duration of rests indicated is only a guide. Saxophonist leads - percussionists follow tempo rubato indicated by the saxophonist.
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In a serene & atmospheric manner
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Senza misura

Gliss. effects and chimes begin fast then gradually become more spacious and slow.

gy
™ 3

59
Play together

o)
b A
FL 1 (|Hfs = =
A\
oJ
o] o)
P 4 e L
FL2 |[fey
A\
oJ
g ~
b 4 el el
Ob. |fes
A3V
oJ
I} o)
b 4 bl bl
B>CL |y
ANS»
oJ
I} o)
b 4 el -
Bass Cl. [fes
ANG» S
oJ
o)
) - -
Bsn. 7
= o)
Hn. ) - -
o] o)
P 4 e L
C Tpt. {es
A\
oJ
o)
Tbn. 7 = =
o)
B. Tbn. 7 = =
o)
Tuba ﬁ = =
S
2 h )
b 4 - el
Perc. 1 |fey
ANSY
D) Brass wind chimes
Repeat pitches in random order. faut“?g m(;tlon st};n 1:ar
Begin rapidly like church bells, gradually become more spacious. O.S Tng ghss. erects. ||
9 ] ;
Perc. 2 {ey e . :?
7 mp — Pp
mf Lv.
/D] Senza misura
Gliss. effects and chimes begin fast then gradually become more spacious and slow.
2 0 " Play together
I} )
Solo  [E£ = 1 - i |
Alto sax | '\3 1 i |
Sul pont. . .
(highest harmonic possible) ~ In time with other players
z o Repeat gliss. harmonic effects rapidly then gradually become spacious. é Very slow Gliss.
L p :W ad lib<different harmonic pitches — 4
Vln. 1 [ fan
ANIVJ |
J mf’ 7 — V] ]
Sul pont. . .
highest harmonic possible)
> . . X . ~ In time with other players
A ol Rep§at g‘llssA harmonic effegts rapidly then gradually become spacious. S Very slow Gliss.
Al = (Bird-lika) ad lib. different harmonic pitches = g/
b A
Vin. 11 yak %
o 1
mf’ mp————————————— pp
Sul pont. . X
highest harmonic possible)
z ol Repeat gliss. harmonic effects rapidly then gradually become spacious. o) gl time with qther players
_\ 2 L ©o-Yery slow Gliss.
= (Bird-like) ad lib. different harmonic pitches h=d 2/
Vla. |€\’
& i15] |
mf mp ———————— pp
Sul pont, . .
(highest harmonic possible)
zg\/ Repeat gliss. harmonic effects rapidly then gradually become spacious. In time with other players
A |=  (Bird-like) ad lib. different harmonic pitches A Very slow Gliss.
b A O i</
ve. On ﬁ ©
Vv | |
oJ
)
D.B. 7 = =
Australian Music Centre 64 65

Find this score at http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/product/id/34139


http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/product/id/34139

N 111

In a rhythmic & playful style c. J=116

-
FL. 1 (|- = = =
ANSD A 3
oJ
o)
7z =
FL 2 (% = = =
ANSD A
oJ
o)
7=
Ob. =) - - -
ANV 3
oJ
o)
=
Bb Cl. "an ',f = - Ll
ANSD A 3
oJ
o)
7=
Bass CL | -fon—% = = =
ANV 3
oJ
O 4
Bsn. |9 = = =
- /)
g =
Hn 79 - - -
ANV 3
oJ
o)
7z =
C Tpt. (e, = = =
ANSD A 3
oJ
ron, [ : - :
B.Ton. [ = = _
Tuba ﬁ :’Z - - -
B Vibes
hard rubber mallets) .
lay random notes unless specified
- rhythm is important
i #>
= o > > -
’9& —— — i J\ Ho—| == te = = ——
Perc. 1 y-zé_ag i i = : # ! S : ! - £
Motor O, =_— mp —_—~ — - _; = - = = ==
p—— mp
mf’ mp = —mf
Perc.2 |HH z L - -
In a rhythmic & playful style c. J:l 16
. R A
A (Alto Sax) Y 2 ;’
Solo = T = T 7 |
VAW ) [~k I = I v [ |
Alto sax | %“V 4 } i } ;1} 1 1 *1 1 |
= - = m—_———————————————————— 3 —_——
= K= KA P
(Slap-tongue) f f
S
L f)
7z =
Vin. 1 (% 4 = =
ANV 3
oJ
o)
7z =
Vin. I (" = = =
ANSD A 3
oJ
14
Via. E :’; - - -
O 4
Ve ﬁ :’; - - -
O 4
DB. |I2F :,’i = = =
1 2 3

. . © 2014 by Katia B i
Australian Music Centre v hatla Beaugeals

Find this score at http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/product/id/34139


http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/product/id/34139

68

In a fast & improvisatory style

FI1. 1

FL.2

Ob.

By CL

Bass Cl.

Bsn.

Hn.

C Tpt.

Tbn.

B. Tbn.

Tuba

Perc. 1

Perc. 2

Solo
Alto sax

Vin. I

Vin. II

Vla.

D.B.

Australian Music Centre
Find this score at http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/product/id/34139

Senza misura c. ¢=138
_ /)
/ = : = : = : = :
@ T T T 1
PY) | | | |
| | | |
| | | |
| | | |

o) | | | |
’{ - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1
D l l l i
Q) | | | |

| | | |
| | | |
| | | |

o) | | | |
’{ - I - I - I - 1
s 1 1 1 i
A\ I I I i
Q) | | | |

| | | |
l l l l
| | | |

o) | | | |
’{ - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1
A5 l l l i
Q) | | | |

| | | |
: : l :

h | | | |
y.4 - ; - ; - ; - ;
o l l l l

| | | |

| | | |

6 ,,: - . - . - . - i
L f)

b A T T T 1
7 L ; L ; L ; L )
'm)} T T T 1
PY) | | | |

| | | |
| | | |
| | | |

n | | | |

3] | | | |
() = l = l = l = l
~V T T T 1
U | | | |

| | | |
| | | |
l l l l
e): - L - L - L - !
£ T T T 1
| ! | |
| | | |
| | | |
| | | |
| | | |
| | | |
| | | |
| | | |
| ! | |
| | | |
O T T T 1
) l l l !
=
L /)

) A T T T 1
y 4l - . - - " L) y
@ T T T 1
o | Temple bl. & Tom-toms | | |

 Create a "catch me if you can" effect with the otHer player. To avoid a gap between : :
i each player, dove-tail.entries - phrases overlap atibeginning & end of phrases. | |
4 p | | 3 |
. —— b p— ] . . i :
L T —— ] 1 - T osss
Hi i S ! |
~ z X > >
f (Player freely improvises over instrumentation, mf _ f — mf
In a fas t & impr Visa tOl'y S tyle rhythms, dynamics & phrase lengths indicated)
Senza misura c. =138
Create a "catch me if you can" effect with the other player. To aveid a gap between
each player, dove-tail entries - phrases overlap at beginning & end of phrases.
b
= -
| SR = = —— . _———— .
g > R = i SET i ‘
f Foa— - I - X -
s N 5 et —
\> Ji mf > —_———f
(Player freely improvises over instrumentation,
| A rhythms, dynamics & phrase lengths indicated)

)’ A T T T 1
O~ L ! L ! L ! L |
ANIV4 T T T 1
PY) | | | |

| | | |
| | | |

0 1 1 1 1
,L, el T bl T - T - 1
D : : : !
Q) | | | |

| | | |

l l l l

O - l - l - l - l

5 ; ; ; ;

| | | |

| | | |

| | | |

| | | |

| | | |

<) - : - : - : - :

T T T 1

| | | |

| | | |

| | | |

| | | |

] l l l l

9): - ; - ; - ; - !
34 35 36 37


http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/product/id/34139

82 I‘ 7
In a joyous & celebratory style
Alla misura c. ¢=126-132
=G =
FL1 |79 L L
ANV 4
oJ
o)
o =
FL. 2 o~ = =
ANIVAES 3
oJ
)
4 =
Ob. |5 = =
ANIVAES 3
o
)
g =
B-CL |52 = =
ANIVEES 3
o
)
o =
Bass Cl. C’"v :,’i = =
1)
Bsn. ﬁ:’z = =
Senza sord.
 [Fgo—®° "+ ¢ i~ F 1+ — =
> 3 f } } } [ [ [ | l l
Senza sord.
‘ j ‘ i j . ~ . j
> P [7) y 2 | [ | y ]
cTt Ho —F— 5 2 —r ———F 2« =
S
Senza sord. -
| | ] - ] Py Py
B ® -2
Ton. | R —e—r— > - E =
I \ T T T T T
J
Senza sord.
O 4 | ) ® | o | ® | > o
B.Ton. [P 9—r o g e —. | e
! T I T i
J
Tuba D } o J ® 72 i i 1 i 1 i 72 ol > ® ® T
24— i i i 1 < 1 1 P o 1 o o < 1 = 1 i 1
~ =3 I I I i, — j [ J hd [ J hd i | i I [ 4
f z
/3?55 J/—\ J J/_\ | | | i
Perc. 1 7 % al =“ é‘ e“
1 —tf Y] ¢ i T+
> > > > > > > >
S
Crash cymb.
— — — — Bass dr.
= @ Lv. \* \* \* i i
Perc.2 [ = = = = =
D >
S
In a joyous & celebratory style
Alla misurac. J:l26-132
(Soprano Sax)
Solo 9 14 i i i i |
17, ) - | | - | | |
Sop sax |4 i 1 1 1 1
J (Sax notation is now shown in concert pitch)
)
4 =
Vin. 1 |[Ff—2 = =
ANIVAES 3
o
)
g =
Vin. 11 ||Ff~—2 = =
ANV 3
o
) =
vie [183 = =
- =
Ve. D = =
> 3
DB. [F3 = =
1 2 3 4
Australian Music Centre _ ) © 2014 by Katia Beaugeais
Find this score at http://www.austral|anmu5|ccentre.com.au/groductlld/341§9


http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/product/id/34139

i Y YR
Tre Q| Ll Al [THA o >Lu

o

o/
e ol .- T = L1
o

. (ol ]
\ajr} QL \ajr} o TT®A 0 \o >.T A AL Al ML WD M S QL AN

150

[

al

149

1 1 i, ASl
i
PSRN [P
AQLLL AL AQLLL TTTOIA oLl THADIA AQLL [TTOA MTTRA e DA e AQ L [ 18R
bl [Y
(il -

AQLLL AQLLL AL [TTOA AN TT19A Al [TTOA TTTeA [TTTeA TTTeA [TTEA AQLLL AL A
\ [ YHA CHN| \ [ YEA <@/ | <4

Y / (YA (Yl hE M TITeA TITeA i~ TTRA <4 RYY

®(A AR [TMA
q o q 1 Q| H EREL ) e ]
Il _ {

148

138

147

In a jubilant & euphoric mannerJ

146

112

Hen
N>._ AN \>._ TRA A 4 A .T‘M (A TTTOA il d AN
LRSS o ol i " [17% "
y Lo) \ '._V\‘ L) '._V\H; L) O._V\H‘ o~ e H_
ol o | ¢ | e TTTe- DL YuEN TN uEp.E [TT®A [TTEA ™t H
ol ol ol . il
e L1AE el A O._V\H# hel A ’._V\H; o ~ e H_
AQLL AL ASLL] ~t ~ ~ ~ i~ TTeA ~ AN \VMH |
M}i _ﬁ\\d ol N NYEl
~t ~t ~t ~t ~ L JAZA TNA .V\\\~ ~t [TNA ~ Q] (Y
all Xl
e ol ol o TeA o e AN
- o -
Il i
- FQ -
[1Te | 1NER e e = ~ (YR
- ol
= il
: =t (wdl] -
QL QL \ﬁ} TR A e \e AR AN AN R T m =S Q4] AL
—HI 2 ol "
S =
TRA = Y
E) E =
= \ o [
1 1 o @ XY A
S il .
£\ ol 2 .
AL AN AL TTRA Al TRA AL TTOA TTRA TT®A oA TTRA S A L 108 A
©
= LI
Il ﬂpL -
ﬂ AQLLL ﬁ AQLLL ﬁ AelLL ﬁ ‘\J.>ﬁ AR ﬁ i\d>pﬁ A \\ﬁ \\“_V\/ﬁ \Jrhoﬂ\/ﬁ \Jrhoﬂ\/ﬁ $A ﬁ Ml >ﬁ & AL ﬁ A& ﬁ Aol
aul Susul Susul Susul Susul Sul Susul Sul Susul Susul Susul N Su .m Susul Susul S au > N
€ NG A ¢« N NL N DG plls ™~ ASE DL AS ¢ len : ~
ge R R o N ) NG e g G ) X = D NG & £
- o} . - N 5 — — . . .
. N ) = > = =) < = g 8 . S @ ) = < o o)
[ = o o @ A = e 2 2 = = 5 2 a = ; = > :
= 2 E @ c = M = 2 ~ & A > S g =

Find this score at http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/product/id/34139

Australian Music Centre


http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/product/id/34139

115

lation
=144

J

With even more

A..\H <Q
~t ~t ARCLL AL TN A ALl TTNA AQLLL TTTeIA [TIT®A [TIT®A N A A.HOHH._V\ Ai@u._v\
_‘\\\4 L. N M\\\! e ]
AL AQLL ~t i~ TTAA A .P\\N i~ ~ TOA 1| A TTT®A A 1 L ~A
Bt N N RS ExS ERE
] ol o« o« At
B e
(10 TN . ol me- | [Te- A e el THea “
[ YRAN ol o] ol
o
e N e (A
Al (el AL AL AL A ~A 1 1 A ~ ~ ~A S [N ¢ A o

P
=
164

o * 9o e

3 YA [}

Al

ARG | e AL | | =5 A =S AQLL ) TTRA W6 SRk AL TIeA  AlelL N oA

163

—
o @
o
]
r3
Py
v 2
Py
3
—
| | o
3
Sus. Cym
with soft mallets

Presto possible

162

cresc.
cresc.
cresc.

cresc.

%
) /1

M [ YN [}
=3 «
A [ 1 AN =AY fmJ =S AL A
/ ) o [ YN
52 i
i : : E g : \Nalr
o TTTOAS -alll] © WA S Ab| | S M| € w5 TITe:3 TieA = S5 A L] 5 o/ o«
5] (=]
B A * B g g a o S
g | . 5 e Y
S S|osff|] s =% 2l
| | ~
SRR N A N TTRAS AR TIPAN A .TLf AR & LN TTRANS NS ! W. m AL g AL (s AN
Susul Susul Susul Susul Susul Susul Susul Susul Susul Susul Susy! n Suaul Susul

K
)
A

ALl AL AL

)
/A
(7]
/A
[ 7]
A

DA

<4
<q ||| <
Al

"o

b
il

> 3
=

|4
J
/)
> 3
|4
[ ]

[ e Y /]

ANV 4

oJ

oJ

o)

D’ 4

=X
=
o)

{ey
A\
oJ
o)
>4
(e~
D
oJ
o)
yan
oJ
7
o)
/=
oJ
1=

161

- du

/
x
ﬁz
[ ] y ]
% PY
b 3
|4
) -
A /)
> 3
|4
) ]
%
b 3
o) >
Iﬁ?
V=
oJ
o)
g =
L J
N X
ANIVEES 3
oJ
o)

Fl. 1
FL.2

Ob
Tuba

> N\ e~ >
o @ o @ ® )
1 1 1 1]
| 11 [
| | I A A
3 3
e N\ >
o @ o @ ® )
1 1 1 1]
| - | I &
| - | I —r
3 3
> N\ e~ > -
» .F" 1]
R Ty
3 3
> = o
| 1]
- | &
1 —
L—l"3 3
, — \
| | I— N
BassCl.@:ﬁ:ﬁ:‘:ﬁ:ﬁﬁ
. > @& 7 T >
>
> be
il
o | [7]
| | | | 1
i —
—
i y3 y3 O K
| P PN 1 1
>
>
N
. |
et | |
S & >
> >
Ll e |
} | | |
| I— }
| |
7 E——_
= s e >
h'a
> 3
it s B |
——
3
mf’
-
— —_— >
° > o @ ®
¥ o & | 1
1 i e
———
e 3
— v 2
A
N

Perc.2 |HH

By Cl.
Bsn
Hn
C Tpt.
Tbn
B. Tbn.
Perc. 1
Solo
Sop sax
Vin. I

Vla.
Ve.
D.B.

Vin. II
Find this score at http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/product/id/34139

Australian Music Centre


http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/product/id/34139

