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15. Conductus #6c (Tripudium): Darii Veniens (Arrival of Darius)
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‘As suggested by the dashed bar-lines, the structure of the piece isin 12:8. It is written in 6:8 for convenience in rehearsal.‘
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® Darius's Lords enter, divide and dance in procession (tripudiant) via 3 Aisles to Centre Stage;
" each group has a Tambour and a Buffalo horn; the Prince(s) and the Ladies follow, also dancing; ' n
Darius follows, walking.
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Tripudium: communal dance form used continuously in Europe since the time of Minoan Crete, ca 1500 BCE;
in strict time, on the beat, 3 deliberate or prancing shott steps forward (LRL) and one step back (L) - so LRLL, LRLL ...
The introduction lasts either 18" or 36", allowing time forthe cast to get from West Door to the ends of the three main aisles.
The chorus sings for 2' 50", which should be long enough for a tripudium to advance the length of the aisles.
A tripudium advances at half the rate of a slow march - two forward steps in the time of four.
If these dance steps prove difficult for the ensemble (while also singing and playing), a slow, swaggering march might do.
Or the Ladies of the Court might perform the Tripudium while the others march.
This number is laid out so that singers in each of three aisles are grouped together on the page.
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4.|—‘ The Princes [the Court] sing[s] this to him: l ! 1 1 I i

Ec-ce rex Da-ri - us ve-nit cum prin - ci-pi- bus, no-bi - lis no - bi-li - bus.

Ec-ce rex Da-ri - us ve-nit cum prin - ci-pi- bus, no-bi - lis‘no - bi-li- bus.

Ec-ce rex Da-ri - us ve-nit cum prin - ci-pi- bus; no-bi - lis no - bi-li- bus.

Ec-ce rex Da-ri - us ve-nit cum prin - ci-pi- bus, no-bi - lis no - bi-li - bus.
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J.=48 SD in Beauvais m/s: Before the King reaches his throne,
two men running ahead expel Belshazzar, appearing to kill him.
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16. Contio #6: Darius et duo Consiliarii
(Darius and the two Counsellors)

Rex, in aeternum vive!  Audite, principes ...
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