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O could one write 
as one makes love

when all is given / and nothing kept, then language might put by at last /

its coy elisions and inept / withdrawals, yield,

Text by Gwen Harwood

its coy elisions 
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and yielding cast, aside like useless clothes the crust, / of worn and shabby use,

and trust / 

its candour to the urgent mind, its beauty to the searching tongue.

and trust its candour to the urgent mind,

Sa
m

pl
e 

Sc
or

e 
Onl

y

Australian Music Centre
Find this score at http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/product/id/54987

http://www.australianmusiccentre.com.au/product/id/54987


&

&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb

45

45

45

44

44

44

28 ˙ œ œb œ œ œ
28 ..œœ J

œœ œœ œœ ˙̇

.œ jœœ œ œ ˙

w

œœ œœ œœ
..œœ Jœœb

.œ jœ .œ Jœœb&
F

˙ Ó
œœb œœb œœ œœ œœ œœ œœb œœ œœ
œœb œœb œœ œœ œœ œœ œœb œœ œœ

&

&
&

bbb

bbb
bbb

45

45

45

44

44

44

31 ∑
31 œœ œœb œœ œœ œœb œœb œœ œœ œœ

œœ œœb œœ œœ œœb œœb œœ œœ œœ ?

∑
œœ œ œ œ œ œ œb œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
œœ œb œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ

∑

œ œ .œb ..œœb jœœ
..˙̇ œœ

P

&

&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb

34 ∑

34 ww
ww

œ œb œb œ

œœœb œ ....œœœœb ....œœœœbA
J
œœœœ

ww

P .œb Jœ .œ Jœ

wwww

ww

˙ Ó

ww

ww

∑

˙̇ ˙̇̇̇nn

˙̇ ˙̇̇p

Ó Œ œ

wwww
www

p
~~~~~

&

&
?

bbb

bbb
bbb

nnn b

nnnb

nnnb

86

86

86

40 ˙ œ œ œ œn

40 wwww
www

.œ œ ‰

œ œ œ œ
2 2œ œ œ œ
2 2

p

.œ .œ

œ œ œ œ
2 2œ œ œ œ
2 2

P
.œ .œ

œ œ œ œ
2 2œ œ œ œ
2 2

.œ .œ

œ œ œ œ
2

2

œ œ œ œ
2 2

A Gwen Harwood Cycle I: O Could One Write As One Makes Love , p. 3

Safe in the world's great house /

Safe in the world's 

great house at ease / with all / its loves and griefs,

its earthly fruits, original

among 
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A Gwen Harwood Cycle I: O Could One Write As One Makes Love , p. 4

original / as earth and air, the body learns peace, 

while the mind in torment burns to strip the cloak of daily use / from language. / 

Could one seize and move / the stubborn words to yield and sing, /

as one makes love / and poems and revelations spring /  

like children from the mind's desire, / 
                          original as light and fire.

then one would write 
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Text by Gwen Harwood

She practises a fugue, 

though it can matter/ 

if she plays well– 
to no one now–

or not.Sa
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A Gwen Harwood Cycle: II. Suburban Sonnet, p. 2

it can matter/
to no one now–
if she plays well or not./
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